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This book brings together in compact form a broad scientific and sociopolitical view of US wetlands.

This primer lays out the science and policy considerations to help in navigating this branch of

science that is so central to conservation policy, ecosystem science and wetland regulation. It gives

explanations of the attributes, functions and values of our wetlands and shows how and why public

attitudes toward wetlands have changed, and the political, legal, and social conflicts that have

developed from legislation intended to stem the rapid losses of wetlands. The book describes the

role of wetland science in facilitating the evolution of a rational and defensible system for regulating

wetlands and will shed light on many of the problems and possibilities facing those who quest to

protect and conserve our wetlands.
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I bought this book to use in my yearly educational requirement as an Illinois Master Naturalist. I was

barely aware of the background to the problem of maintaining wetlands in the USA, but this book

has given me ample material to begain my researches and to help me in understanding better what

has and continues to wreak havoc with the kind of land we badly need to preserve. Highly

recommended for anyone interested in the story of how current wetland policy came to be.

A great introductory book on the policy and politics of Wetlands in the US. I found the sections on

the results and issues faced by states assuming federal wetland laws well covered and analyzed.



Well written for a subject that could potentially be "dry".
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